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Renew Your Membership Online
A mailing was sent in November to all members with dues renewal forms. You can
now log into your portal on the MLA website to pay your 2020 dues! Your 2020
membership can be renewed any time between now and January 31st via the paper
form or online. To renew online, follow the instructions below to renew your
membership:
Go to https://www.themla.com

Enter your username and password

Click on My Profile

Click on Renew
We would like to take this time to thank all of our members for their support in 2019
and look forward to a prosperous 2020!
If you have questions or want assistance renewing, contact Lindsay: (800) 747-6529
lindsay@themla.com

February Class Spotlight - Estimating 123 KC

"Excellent session. Would highly recommend for anyone in the
industry." Estimating St. Louis Attendee
Learn how to read blueprints and do a material take-off. Discover short-cut formulas
that will speed up the material take-off process. Estimating 3 takes students beyond
the basic construction take-off. Students choose which days to attend – day 1 & 2,
day 2 & 3 or all three days.

Register HERE
Paper form HERE
Member
2-day class - $495/person
2-day class (three or more attendees) - $470/person
All 3 days - $695/person
All 3 days (three or more attendees) - $670/person
Regular/Non-Member
2-day class - $745/person
All 3 days - $945/person

February 27 - 28, 2020
Mid-America Center
1 Arena Way
Council Bluffs, IA 51501
BONUS Opportunity for Networking and Education!
MLA and NLA have teamed up to provide members with an exciting networking and
trade show event! Northwestern Lumber Association will be hosting its EXPO South
and wants to extend member pricing to MLA via this special invitation to attend. Join
us for industry education, dealer panels, the trade show and much more!
MLA Members register online HERE
Fillable PDF registration HERE
More info HERE

Road Roundup
by Mike Lindblom
December started off with a trip to St. Louis for Estimating 1-2-3 at Forest Products
Supply in Brentwood, Mo.
We had attendees from the greater St Louis area as well as Northern Arkansas. The
winner of the long-distance award was an associate from Heartland Building Center
in Hays Kansas who made the 500-mile trip to St Louis. Thank you to all who
attended and a big thank you to Mike Schwab and Forest Products Supply for the use
of their space. The reviews of the class were very positive by all who attended.
During that week, I also had the opportunity to visit a few members and prospects in
the area. It was a pleasure to get out in the field and get to meet more of our
members. I am looking forward to doing more of that in 2020.

I encourage everyone to take advantage of the educational opportunities coming up
this winter, including Contractor Sales and Estimating 1-2-3. If anyone has any
questions about these classes, please contact me at 800-747-6529
or mike@themla.com.

NLBMDA Encouraged by U.S.-China Trade Deal
The Trump Administration announced that a Phase One trade agreement has been
reached between the United States and China. As a part of this deal, the U.S. will
cancel a proposed 15 percent tariff on additional goods imported from China that
were expected to go into effect on December 15th. In addition, the Administration
announced the Phase One deal would cut some of the tariffs that are already in
place. While the items on Lists 1-3 would stay at 25 percent, the items on List 4A
would be reduced from 15 percent to 7.5 percent. The National Lumber and Building
Material Dealers Association (NLBMDA) released the following statement:
“NLBMDA is pleased by news of a trade deal with China and are hopeful that this will
bring much needed stability to U.S.-China relations”, said NLBMDA President & CEO
Jonathan Paine. “However, this agreement does not include tariff relief for imports on
Lists 1-3 which contain many products used in residential and commercial
construction. Since the Section 301 tariffs were first implemented in 2018, NLBMDA
has been strong in advocating our concerns with the Trump Administration regarding
the impact that these tariffs have on our industry, the economy and U.S.-China
relations. As negotiations continue with China on a long-term agreement, NLBMDA
reiterates our call for the elimination of all Section 301 tariffs and for the Trump
Administration to provide relief and certainty for lumber and building material
dealers.”

MEMBER CALL TO ACTION: Urge Congress to Pass USMCA
Trump Administration and House Democrats Reach Agreement on USMCA
Trade Pact
On Tuesday, Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announced that House Democrats have
reached a deal with the Trump Administration to advance a revised United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).
Trade officials from the three countries formally signed the revised agreement later
in Mexico City. This action now paves the way for the USMCA to be ratified into law.
The House and Senate will have 90 days to approve the USMCA once the agreement
text is officially submitted to Congress by the Trump Administration. Canada and
Mexico will also have to ratify the new deal.
NLBMDA Calls for Members to Take Action:
NLBMDA strongly encourages members to reach out to their Representative and
Senators to ask that they support approval of the USMCA once it receives a vote in
Congress.
Click here to contact your Members of Congress today!

Staples Office Program

MLA is proud to partner with Staples Business Advantage, to offer member discounts
on office supplies and thousands of other products. Take advantage of this great
program! We can help with all your supply needs like: Office Products, Janitorial
Supplies, Breakroom Supplies, Technology, Furniture, and Shipping & Packaging
Supplies!
To sign up, contact Lindsay at (800) 747-6529 or lindsay@themla.com
Click HERE to learn more
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